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Guitar ray

Let’s say you are a 
baby ray. First off, 
you look like a 
crazed ravioli.

Hopefully though, you are chilling in a nursery!
 

There you will have a greater chance of survival, of reaching adulthood. Since we are underwater, we 
are talking marine habitats here - mangrove forests and kelp jungles. It is unsure which animals 
depend on nurseries and how important they are to them. 
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Saving the rays? Think of the kids!
Nurseries important for ray conservation

 You are now in a dangerous world where reef tip 
sharks and other predators cannot wait to make 
a meal of you. We won’t even mention the dan-
gers of mankind...

In the case of rays...
 

To see if they depended on nurseries, scientists used audio telemetry, tagging them with so called 
spaghetti  tags that could be picked up by an array of 51 receivers in Mangrove Bay off the west coast 
of Australia (Cerutti-Pereyra et al 2013).

what we think when people say porcupine ray...

...it seems they do use nurseries as well!
 

The juvenile rays mainly hung out in a bit of muddy 
shallow water along the edge of the mangrove 
forest (sounds cosy enough). Tagging of mature 
rays showed that they ranged much more widely.

Nurseries key for marine conservation.
  

When we look at protecting rays, we need to take 
into account where their nursery grounds are. 
But it is not just rays; a lot of marine animals use 
nurseries. For each of these, where resources 
allow, we should identify these special habitats 
and incorporate them into plan for marine 
reserves.


